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STUDENT INFORMATION 
NAME: Madison Wetzel
COLLEGE:University of California, Davis
MAJOR: Cinema and Digital Media
GRADUATION DATE: 2020

MILITARY PARENT  INFORMATION
NAME: Brian Wetzel
BRANCH OF SERVICE: U.S. Marines
RANK: Corporal
CAUSE OF DEATH: Service-Related Illness

MADISON'S STORY
Madison Wetzel is the daughter of U.S. Marine Corps Corporal Brian Wetzel, who passed 
away in 2018. With the help of Children of Fallen Patriots, Madison graduated from the 
University of California, Davis in 2020 with a Bachelor of Arts in Cinema and Digital 
Media. She is planning on pursuing her graduate degree in Creative Writing. “I hope to 
cultivate my writing skills and use both degrees to help me become a writer in the film 
industry,” Madison says.

Madison explains that family and friends would describe her father as funny and 
charming. “He just had this way about him, my family always says that he never met a 
stranger. Everywhere he went he would chat with people and make a connection. It’s a 
rare and beautiful gift and my brother, who is much more extroverted than me, is the 
same way. I love that aspects of him are still alive in both of us.”

“Receiving a scholarship from Fallen Patriots allowed me the freedom to focus on my 
education instead of the financial burden of school. I’m the first in my family to graduate 
from college and I was able to graduate with honors because Fallen Patriots allowed me 
the freedom to focus solely on my studies.”

There are approximately 25,000 children who have lost an active duty parent in the 
military over the last 35 years. The vision of Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation is to 
ensure that every such child receives all necessary college funding.




